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BY DEBORAH BaLL

ZURICH—Film director Ro
man Polanski lost his first ap-
peal Tuesday to be released trom
a Swiss jail while the U.S pre
pares its formal request for the
Academy Award-winning direc-
tur’s extradition.

M. Polanski, 76 years old, the
director of such classic films as
“Chinatown” and “Rosemary's
Baby,” has been a fugitive trom
the U.S. since 1978, when he fled
the country atter pleading guilty
Lo vne count of unlawtul sexual in-
tercourse with a 13-year-old girl
He has lived in France ever since,
and was arrested Sept. 26 when
hearrived here for a film festival,

Last week, Mr. Polanski’s Jaw-
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yers asked Swiss authorities to
allow hinm to be held under house
arvest at his skichalet in the tony
resort of Gstaad. But the Swiss
Justice Ministry rejected his
pled on fears that My, Polanski
l nught flee the country. The U.S,
has until late November to pro-
duce an extradition request,
M. Polanski has one more
l(-hume to secure his release
while his fate is decided. Last
week, his lawyers filed an appeal
with a Swiss federal criminal
court to release him.
On Tuesday, Mr. Polanski’s
Paris-based lawyer, Herve
! Temime, said the director *un-
dertakes to remain in Switzer-
land for the duration of the extra-
dition procedure, and to respect

Bid to Be Held Un
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all obligations that could be im-
posed on him to guarantee this
compitment.”

Some observers have argued
that the age of Mr. Polanski
could work in favor of a release.
However, while Swiss judges
could impose conditions such as
forcing Mr. Polanski to pay a
very high bail and relinguish his
bassport, legal experts say it is
very rare for prisoners to be re-
leased on bail, particularty in ex-
tradition cases. They also see lit-
tle chance of Mr. Polanski suc-
cesstully avoiding extradition
to the U.S.

The arrest of Mr. Polanski,
who holds double citizenship in
France and Poland, initially pro-
voked outrage in the two coun-
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tries, with some politicians and
many artists rallying to his de-
fense. In recent days, however,
that support has waned and in-
dignation over his crime has
surged. The Swiss government
has defended the arvest, saying
it had no choice but to detain
him in light of a longstanding
extradition treaty with the U.S.
M. Polanski was accused of
glving the girl champagne and
part of a Quaalude pill during a
modeling shoot in 1977, then rap-
ing her. A California judge ini-
tially indicted him on six felony
counts, including rape by use of
drugs, child molesting and sod-
omy. Mr. Polanski later pleaded
guilty to the lesser charge of un-
lawful sexual intercourse.
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Roman Polanski, shown in 2006, lost ‘
his bid for release in Switzerland.
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